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Eugene Willging 


Literary Guild---June Selection 


Sedges, John. The Townsman. Day. May 31, 1945. 


384p. $2.75. 

Always the history our country there has been the 
West—the vast, mysterious, beckoning West. And since 
its first inception men have always gone the West, the 
land opportunity. Indeed that movement the West 
became sort American madness, restless urge for the 
wealth and opportunity which lay beyond the setting sun. 
But there were two types western pioneers—those who 
came and went ever further and those who came and 
saw and stayed and built. the latter owe much 
America and their story though not spectacular 
much the more important. The Townsman the story 
one those who stayed and built until had achieved 
his dream. 


Jonathan Goodliffe came reluctantly America with his 
parents because meant the end his dream educa- 
cation and the security had known England. 
But came because his mother came and for her sake 
did his best make father Clyde was always 
the dreamer who saw riches just ahead but never could 
quite catch them. Jonathan took after his mother 
except that had streak stubbornness. When the 
Goodliffes came this brave new world they came 
Median Kansas, stretch prairie broken general 
store, hotel and few sod houses lying beside traveled 
road the West. Clyde soon tired Median and saw 
his future the richer land the West. But Jonathan 
had moved once and that was sufficient. Median 
would stay and neither father nor mother could move 
him. And so, though broke his heart part from his 
mother, stayed and turned his sod house into Median’s 
first school. From then had one dream which 
shadowed all others—to.build here quiet, decent, peace- 


ful town which good people could live and develop. 
did his best attract worthwhile settlers from the 
throngs who passed, planted trees, planned for the 
future, kept the cattlemen away, did everything 
his power achieve his dream. Quite early fell 
love with Judy, the daughter itinerant evangelist, 
girl who patterned her life her own strange inter- 
pretation God’s will. But Judy saw greater security 
Evan Bayne and left Jonathan. was heartbroken 
but did not falter his work. Every effort was inten- 
sified and those efforts began bear results. The town 
Jonathan’s influence kept decent, education was 
assuming large place the lives the people, things 
were slowly turning out had planned them. 


grew, 


Later Jonathan married the practical Katie but was never 
quite happy with her until saw the fatal defects 
Judy’s character and turned away from her. When his 
mother died Jonathan reared the younger children with 
his own and did his best guide their When 
modern educational methods came into conflict with his 
undertaking good education refused sacrifice 
his principles and resigned his position principal the 
high school. Finally however saw that what had 
done was good and thus achieved peace with himself. 


The Townsman quietly absorbing story good 
American, man who wanted the right kind life and 
worked continuously wntil had achieved much 
could. most ways Jonathan Goodliffe admirable 
character with his one major weakness lying his con- 
viction that one religion was good another. 


second objectionable feature found when one the 
characters sees evil the loss virginity. Otherwise 
the book suitable for adult reading. 


Mauldin Sinclair Chase 


Book the Month Club---Juiy Co-Selection 


(With Marshall’s The World, the Flesh, and 
Father Smith) 


Mauldin, Bill. Front. Holt. June 15, 1945. 228p. 


$3.00. 


sergeant the Army the age Bill Mauldin 
one the best cartoonists developed during this war; 
one the cartoons Front went 1944 Pulitzer 
Prize Award. not ordinary commercial cartoonist 
but one who does his best portray grim type life, 
life stripped down its bare essentials, and his work 
has certain stamp reality which leads accept 
accurate portrayal war’s horror. This present 
work, his first book, compilation cartoons accom- 
panied description the author’s experiences during 
the campaigns Sicily and Italy. But also some- 
thing more—it interpretation the life the 
“doughfoot” “dogface,” both uneuphonious terms for 
the ordinary combat infantryman, the most important 
man the army. The life the combat infantryman 
grim affair, stripped all the glamor soldiering, 
and Joe and Willie, his main characters, portray faith- 
fully. Indeed compliment the inherent balance 
human nature that men, living under such conditions, 
can find humor any situation and surprise 
find that humor heavy but sharp and The textual 
description Mauldin’s own experiences somewhat 
the same vein (there trace bitterness) and seems 
one the most accurate and realistic all that 
have been published. Readers may not enjoy Front 
but they can learn from and perhaps come bit nearer 
combat duty. The book recommended mainly for 
adult readers because the nature the material. 


Sinclair, Upton. Dragon Harvest. Viking. June 1945. 


703p. 


Upton Sinclair has now written approximately 3500 pages 
the adventures Lanny Budd and while that may 
not constitute record may certain that before 
finished with this particular set characters Sinclair 
will have made noble attempt achieve that record. 
Without the aid crystal ball this reviewer can see 
least three more volumes the series and scarcely 
enthusiastic over the prospect having read them. 
The present the sixth volume the author’s attempt 
trace the course modern history the use all 
the inside information which fulsomely presented 
our modern press. Lanny Budd began life circa 1900 
the result liaison between Robbie Budd, New 
England munitions magnate, and Beauty Budd, “pro- 
fessional beauty.” was reared among Europe’s promi- 
nent people and came know them all thoroughly. Thus 
was possession the inside story every event 
major importance. Quite early became mild theo- 
retical Socialist, accomplished playboy and art 
expert. Women and marriage occupied great part 
his time but none Lanny’s attempts were ever suc- 
cessful. moved through life quite equably with 
occasional twinges conscience over the injustices which 
saw every side. 


the last book Lanny acquired the status Presidential 
Agent, was observe and report F.D.R. 


Best SELLERS 


events Europe. That was his contribution the fight 
against Nazism and Fascism which interpreted the 
last attempt the ruling classes (banker-industrialists) 
retain their power over the downtrodden people. Again 
this book carries that work from the time 
Munich until the fall Paris. There need give 
resumé the story which, save for the actual events, 
merely repetition previous episodes nauseam. 
Shuttling back and forth between America, England, 
France and Germany Lanny learns the minds the rich 
and powerful all lands and transmits his findings 
the President. warns F.D.R. coming events, sug- 
gests the policies which the President follows and 
general sort Cumaean Sybil. Even the end 
this book uses the evacuation Dunkirk means 
getting from England back Germany where 
position continue his work. usual dabbles 
largely spiritualism even using attempt 
hinder Hitler’s plans. 


The present item suffers from the same defects its 
predecessors the series, most which were reviewed 
former issues. purely liberal humanism which 
answer the world’s problems; not good history 
because the sources used. There are the same lies 
about the Church and the hierarchy being 
Nazism and Fascism, indeed page 645 and 646 the 
author states unequivocally that the Church opposed 
liberty and freedom and that the modern popes have 
stated; there the same treatment the Spanish 
situation; there the usual end and means slur the 
Jesuits; there the same silly theory which attempts 
postulate sort mass consciousness, world soul 
which are all part whether living dead. 
additional objection this volume the extremely harsh 
treatment Father Coughlin. All all there 
reason recommend any class reader. 


Chase, Stuart. Men Work. Brace. May 


17, 1945. 146p. $2.00. 


Stuart Chase has recognized genius for popularizing 
economic facts and theories which matched only his 
contagious devotion the democratic way life. the 
present book both these enviable qualities are again 
very much evidence, Chase shops around war-time 
America for factual examples which “indicate progress 
saving the individual spirit from being overwhelmed. 
are attempts answer the question: How can accept 
the power age and remain human?” 


The author tells us, story form, number recent 
experiments American industry and agriculture which 
are succeeding, least some small measure, com- 
bining planning with democracy—or, you will, com- 
bining technical progress with grass-roots democracy. The 
list includes description the famous Hawthorne 
(Western Electric Company) studies scientific manage- 
ment, which discovered, among other elementary things, 
that Frederick Taylor’s notorious stop-watch has been 
vastly over-rated; the Training Within Industry programs 
sponsored the War Manpower Commission, which dis- 
covered what every mother knows, namely, that human 


beings can taught more effectively example and 


practice than word alone—and that little human 
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kindness and encouragement goes long way; the 
Management Committees sponsored the War Pro- 
duction Board which are proving that management has 
monopoly brains; the TVA; the Farm Agency; and 
assortment other interesting methods economic 
and social democracy. 


Trade unionists will applaud the hard-headed realism 
which impels Mr. Chase keep repeating that any suc- 
cessful program cooperation industry presupposes 
honest acceptance trade unionism. All the more reason 
that they should wonder, therefore, why praises the 
Western Electric Company “progressive” concern, 
when, everyone knows, trade unionism isn’t very popu- 
lar Hawthorne (which, the way more the West 
Chicago than the South). 


The experiments which Mr. Chase summarizes attrac- 
tively are all the good—as far they go. But, im- 
portant human relations are the field production, 
their importance pales before the enormous problem 
finding more human system distribution system 
which will provide full employment giving the 
masses American workers larger and more sustained 
purchasing power. matter fact, the very experi- 
ments which Mr. Chase describes underline the im- 
portance this problem, for most them, along with 
making for more human relations 
industries also make for the temporary displacement 
workers. all means let have continued interest 
more humanized system technology, but let 
never forget, for moment, that our biggest problem 
full employment. 


All all, Chase’s book encouraging human-interest 
document, which ought make little more optimistic 
about the future economic democracy—in spite the 
fact that many, not most, the above-mentioned 
experiments can (by the author’s own admission) 
traced back resurgence idealism, but rather the 
sheer necessity for full production for total war. 

George Higgins, 

Social Action Dept., N.C.W.C., 

Washington 


Neill, Thomas Weapons for Peace. 
1945. viii, 229p. $2.50. 


matter how expertly our soldiers are trained, they 
cannot win this war without the latest and best equipment. 
That explains why the battle production holds such 
vital importance for victory. But the obligations the 
civilian his fighting brother not cease once leaves 
the gate the defense plant. Besides forging the weapons 
for war, the civilian must employ the weapons for peace 
his efforts prepare the world for reconstruction after 
the last bomb has accomplishing this two- 
fold task will the civilian fulfill his manifest duty those 
who are buried Saipan the Ardennes Forest. 


this book Dr. Thomas Neill St. Louis University 
undertakes explain the American civilian just what 
are his “weapons for peace”. confesses that his book 
“makes attempt solve the problems 
tries only point out principles means which 
alone solutions can made” (p. The author, there- 
fore, supposes that the average American citizen 


Bruce. June 10, 


Neill 


intelligent person who, though somewhat confused the 
manifold problems world peace, sincerely interested 
learning how may use his democratic prerogatives 
promote lasting harmony among nations. Any thinking 
American, seriously concerned over this most important 
problem, will read Weapons for Peace with great profit. 
After finishing the book, may not able solve tech- 
nical problems concerning boundary revisions con- 
stitution international organization; but will have 
clear and definite ideas whether boundaries should re- 
vised and whether international institution should 
organized. 


The book logically falls into four sections: Nature the 
Problem, pp. 1-39; II, Historical Genesis the Problem, 
pp. 40-121; Our Heritage—The Problem Peace, pp. 
122-201; IV, Some Conclusions, pp. 202-220. The prob- 
lem the world crisis which this violent war only 
the latest and most horrible manifestation. The solution 
for the problem not truce, not armistice, but peace 
which must defined the tranquillity order. But 
order cannot restored until understand the nature 
the disorder which prevails. 


The disorder the present world complex that Dr. 
Neill sees the evident necessity tracing contemporary 
evils back their origins. Here Part the author has 
done his finest work observing the rise modern na- 
tionalism, individualism and materialism the Renais- 
sance, which paved the way for the Reformation. The 
reformers gave religious santcion this materialism, in- 
dividualism and nationalism, from which evolved the ab- 
solute state James and the Bourbons. But men 
dimly remembered their former days freedom and this 
memory led them revolt such uprisings the Eng- 
lish and French revolutions. These political upheavals 
were accompanied intellectual revolutions led such 
figures Descartes, Locke, Rousseau, Hobbes, Adam 
Smith, who enticed humanity further into the abyss 
intellectual chaos. The nineteenth century with its indus- 
trial revolution, with its false tenets positivism, utili- 
tarianism, evolution and racism, confused man all the 
more. Developing these philosophies their logical con- 
clusions, the modern secular thinker must ultimately be- 
come either fascist communist. 


That briefly the heritage contemporary 
easy task bring order into such disordered world. 
Part III the author considers the valid principles upon 
which true order must based. These principles chiefly 
concern the relations the human person society and 
can found the Christian tradition. But Neill 
truly states, “not all Catholics, through membership the 
Church, are acquainted with this tradition; even fewer 
have made part their intellectual equipment that 
they can apply the life they live” (p. 144). these 
chapters Catholics can painlessly reacquaint themselves 
with their intellectual inheritance. Dr. Neill not only 
explains our Catholic tradition the realm philosophi- 
cal theory but illustrates how these abstract principles 
can applied current difficulties. the last chapters 
demonstrates his intimate knowledge the papal 
peace program frequent and apt citation Pius XII. 


Finally Part the author dwells upon the obligations 
the individual promote peace. maintains that 
democracy “the ultimate choice policies and 
officials put these policies into effect resides the 


people” (p. 206). The people then cannot excuse them- 
selves from their sacred obligations. fulfill these obli- 
gations Dr. Neill proposes eight practical steps that each 
American ought take. this advice were heeded, the 
United States would take its rightful place leader 
the crusade for world peace. 


Although heartily recommend this book all readers, 
there are few isolated opinions with which cannot 
agree. For example, calls sovereignty “pagan thing” 
(p. 10). Distinct from the exaggerated form, there 
lawful sovereignty that belongs nations Pius XII and 
the American Bishops have frequently explained. Nor 
can categorically supposed that “the day the small 
businessman past” (p. Catholic 
theologians would hardly admit that “the most important 
happening history was man’s fall the Garden 
Eden” (p. 150). But these statements and few 
other minor errors way compromise the value 
this book which will beacon for Americans now lost 
the fog false philosophy. 
Harry Koenig, 


Mundelein, Illinois 


* * * 


Rau, Santha Rama. Home India. May 23, 


1945. 236p. $2.50. 


this small volume the author, young Indian woman, 
not yet twenty-five, gives the story her own efforts 
re-discover her people and country after her return 
India from England where she was for ten years her 
early education. The book can not classed novel, 
nor biography, nor travel-tale, although all these ele- 
ments are there. contains simple descriptions certain 
problems living India and the author nowhere makes 
any special effort for upholding certain thesis, yet she 
leaves lasting impression what she discusses. 


Harper. 


this work, careful student will find estimate 
the out-look life three generation Indian women: 
(1) conservatism and orthodoxy (if you wish term 
so) the grandmother who proud her national 
heritage and bound social traditions many centuries, 
(2) liberalism and constructive patriotism and efforts for 
assimilation the best the west without ignoring the 
values Indian social assets exhibited the author’s 
mother and her co-workers; and (3) the struggle the 
young Indian women the upper class, like the author 
and those who are quite uprooted from their moorings 
but trying hard get sure footing build better 
social order India understanding the problems the 
people and living Indian and not alien. One 
will also find descriptions Indian women, mostly from 
the upper class, swinging cocktails Bombay beach parties 
and their inability Indians, the scenes Viceregal 
parties New Delhi, excursions the valley Kashmere 
—the Paradise the East—indescribable poverty, filth 
and misery the masses villages and slums. These 
pictures various grades Indian social life are true 
form, but not over-worked. 


The author very successfully presents delicate pen-pictures 
various incidents and serious events involving vexing 
social, inter-racial, communal, educational political 
problems India,awakening the masses, and the in- 
creasing and utterly sincere and earnest efforts the 
Indian people—the political leaders, educators and speci- 


Rau Lawrence 


Best SELLERS 


ally the educated women and the youth the nation— 
towards national regeneration which very uphill task 
without adequate co-operation from the government. 


The book written charming and simple 
fascinated such extent that could not leave 
until read from cover cover. contains deep, 
but not pedantic, and vivid impression reflections 
sincere and ardent person trying educate herself through 
social experience, that she would able understand 
the people India and their problems. this work 
there trace the air superiority which often 
detected books India when the author—western 
educated Indian western birth—at times uncon- 
sciously looks down the unfortunate Indian people and 
assumes the task raising them through the only process 
“westernising” them. not the programme west- 
ernization, but modernization, respecting the best India’s 
cultural heritage that required the present social 
crisis and reconstruction India; and there some 
indication appreciation understanding this funda- 
mental idea, this work. Those Americans who are 
genuinely interested understanding India and her prob- 
lems with sympathy will find the work very helpful. One 
may criticise the book because has not discussed certain 
vital forces which are sustaining the people their 
struggle; but one cannot and should not expect all answers 
weighty problems India this small volume. 


only criticism the book that the ending too 


Taraknath Das, 
College the City New York 


* * * 


Lawrence, Josephine. Let Consider One Another. 


Appleton-Century. May 11, 1945. 314p. $2.75. 


“And let consider one another provoke unto love 
and good works,” excerpt from St. Paul’s Epistle 
the Hebrews, used Miss Lawrence the text 
her sermon Although this book disguised 
fiction, the didactic nature the author’s approach 
the subject racial and religious tolerance will not 
long escape the discerning reader. 

The publisher’s announcement states hopefully that this 
primarily love story, the saga Cecilia Warren, 
young, starry-eyed, and accustomed the better things 
life, and Sergeant Hyman Silverstein the Army, 
lean, slim-waisted figure khaki” (p. 27), whose 
name and racial heritage are against him. However, the 
book primarily illustration the way which 
people disregard logic and repeat clichés and prejudiced 
statements whenever race and religion occupy the atten- 
tion group. Hence the love story 
excuse introduce arguments among Cecilia’s familv 
and friends about her love for and subsequent marriage 
Hyman. 


Complicating the issue marriage Cecilia’s Catholic 
religion. With blithe disregard for religious differences, 
the author brushes aside this problem, and not until 
reach page 307 that learn from Cecilia how she 
and her husband had solved this spiritual cleavage. 
went with Tag his (church) and went with 
mine, whenever could,” Cecilia said simply. “But the 
Post has the right idea. told Tag didn’t see why 
civilians don’t manage their churches the same way.” 
There, you see, the perfect solution, for the opinion 
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Miss Lawrence’s characters one religion good 
another, why should the author under any obligation 
realize how inconsistent such remark with Cecilia’s 
character? 


Involved the sub-plots are such issues Aunt Sarah’s 
cruelty her husband Lion who likes imbibe alcohol; 
Sarah’s hatred all men and the influence which she 
over her daughters’ lives this respect; Aunt 
Ida’s role war-worker and her consequent neglect 
her daughter and husband; Aunt Molly’s problem 
how hold husband who resents the presence 
mother-in-law; Grandmother Warren’s feeble 
keep Cecilia near her, physically and spiritually, following 
Ceil’s marriage Hyman; Grandfather Tobias Ferris’ role 
peacemaker throughout the novel, spinster 
daughter Dora’s desire maintain her sanity and sense 
humor family which persists speaking her 
“poor old maid.” the conclusion the book the 
reader would say that few these sub-plots have been 
resolved. 


The so-called love story Cecilia and Hyman reaches 
climax when Grandmother Warren offers the pair 
$200,000 Silverstein will change his name. Hyman 
settles the question “no. soldier walks out 
fight. has see the battle through. This hap- 
pens war” (p. 295). 


Tobias Ferris intended integrate the portions the 
book, device which necessary because the episodic 
nature many the sub-plots. But the opinion 
this reviewer, the only character who has the least bit 
interest and life Sarah’s daughter Nutmeg (called 
Ginger since her marriage Hoke Steel, Army), 
who makes career out pregnancy and who has been 
discussing her condition for two vears instead the cus- 
tomary nine months (p. 209). The death her baby 
child-birth tragic circumstance which brings Ginger 
emotional maturity and changes the lives her mother 
and sisters. other characters are caricatures, and even 
that capacity they are lifeless. 


This book recommended for those who have time 
their hands and who have not yet observed the text the 
sermon which Miss Lawrence delivers. Other readers will 
profit more loving God and their neighbors, and 
reading book meditations now and then. 

Gertrude Horgan, 

Incarnate Word College, 

San Antonio, Texas 


Kingdon, Frank, Uncommon Man—Henry Wallace 
and Million May 15, 1945. 
$1.00. 


Henry Wallace elected the Presidency 1948, 
historians will probably refer Dr. Kingdon’s broadside 
the first significant shot fired the 
understand the author’s purpose correctly, in- 
augurating herein long-range movement for popular 
support not merely Wallace’s ideas, but Wallace 
himself. “Full employment the issue,” says. “Henry 
Wallace the man the key position. American liberal- 
ism has prove its mettle the next four years its 
support Henry Wallace and sixty million jobs.” (King- 
don’s italics). 


Kingdon Corbett 


Dr. Kingdon concerned, therefore, with two different, 
but related, subjects: the personality Henry Wallace 
and the problem full employment. writes the 
popular (and ephemeral?) style the publicist, but, for 
all the limitations inevitable that sort writing, 
succeeds cramming into very short book reason- 
ably good summary and analysis the economics full 
employment this all-important subject has been treated 
the greatest Vice-President the United States has ever 
known. 


The specific details Wallace’s program for million 
jobs presumably will outlined and announced periodi- 
cally from his desk the Department Commerce. 
But the general pattern his thinking already apparent 
and, the opinion Kingdon, can reduced two 
principal ideas: “The greatest fact the twentieth cen- 
tury him that science and technology have made 
possible, for the first time the history the world, 
banish want, ignorance and squalor—to give everybody 
everywhere the world food, clothing and shelter, 
opportunity for education, and little leisure enjoy 
their won The second fact that this same 
technology has made all individuals and all nations 
interrelated that they are interdependent, that the best 
way can get the most out what have work 
together for the maximum benefit all.” 


Wallace’s personality—which has caused him loved 
sincerely the workers and feared unreasonably 
many the leaders business and conservatives 
general—emerges the personality truly great and 
sincere American who knows more about religion and 
science and economics and agronomy that does about 
pragmatic machine politics. Not that Wallace 
tical “babe the woods.” Far from it. But tempera- 
ment and background and training characteristically 
disposed “to subordinate personalities policies all dis- 
cussions public Or, put the more 
graphic and salty language pro-Wallace newspaper 
reporter: “What Henry needs very badly couple 
redeeming vices.” 


Whether Wallace “dead” politically remains seen. 
But “dead” “alive,” the minds millions Ameri- 
can farmers and workers he’s everything that Kingdon says 
is—“the uncommon man become spokesman for the 
common man”. And, right wrong his specific recipe 
formula for million jobs, decidedly not what 
his conservative enemies have constantly called him. 
Unless words have changed their meaning overnight, 
not Communist nor Socialist nor wild-eyed revo- 
America which loves much. 

George Higgins, 

Social Action Dept., N.C.W.C., 

Washington, 


Corbett, Elizabeth. The Red-Haired Lady. 
Doran. May 17, 1945. 368p. $2.75. 


The red-haired lady girl novelist who leaves Wisconsin 
and its state her literary fortune 
New York—and satisfy her sex cravings. She sort 
Forever Amber New York between the two wars. 
had hoped that Forever Amber would least negatively 
gratify submerging without leaving wake—but, 
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Korson 


alas, it’s only hope for the worst one should ever 
bank on. 


Red-haired Cassandra Blake takes literature courses 
the University Wisconsin. She has impassioned 
but honorable love-affair with Instructor Allen French, 
which because mutual stupidities and lack money 
disrupts. One day she visits her former professor, Gordon 
Castle, whose wife away for the day. When makes 
love her she easily succumbs adultery and somewhat 
disappointed its being less fun than she expected. 
Her parents die. She lets her home, and 1920 goes 
New York try her literary fortune. the way she 
meets man who then disappears for some two hundred 
and fifty pages. She rents apartment. regards 
men, she decides “she might well make numbers 
what she lacked strength” (p. Powell, 
would-be-writer; Jerome Lawrence, professor separated 
from his wife; Ted McMillan, married flirtatious play 
reviewer, alternate taking her places and spending hours 
her apartment, though there intimate lovemaking. 
Then she meets Paul Cartwright and love first 
sight. few weeks before marriage she invites 
sleep the night with her. Paul has money sense. 
thinks her hard and some weeks before Stephen born 
walks out her permanently. She resumes her mul- 
tiple men habits. 


When she denies both sin and marriage Professor 
Lawrence, commits suicide. Her weekends she spends, 
morally, the yachts the owner her apartment. 
Soon after she and Editor John Butler, married with 
several children, meet, they begin adulterous affair. 
After four years John divorces his wife, but Cassandra 
refuses marry him though they sinning. The 
years pass. Her son Princeton; she successful 
novelist. this time the stranger she met her way 
New York twenty years before, recognizing her picture, 
turns wealthy, old-family, Philadelphia bachelor 
banker. When the war puts her son uniform, Cas- 
sandra finally consents marry this refined, rich, cultured, 
handsome Howard Gresham and moves his mansion, 
willing finally, forty, settle down one man. 


The plot well managed. The sinful episodes are men- 
tioned, not detailed. language proper. 


But there suggestion that fornication, adultery, 
divorce are wrong. Under certain circumstances, are 
made feel, they are not quite nice—but rarely. The 
novel glorification judicious and amoral sexuality. 
glorifies what everyone would like but for the Ten 
Commandments. represents sexual piracy glorious 
game and fails realize that highway robbery, too, 
glorious game—as long everybody else does not try 
too. Books like this are disgrace the better instincts 
man. thoroughly condemned. 


Korson, George. His Side. The Story the American 
Red Cross Overseas World War 
Cann. Mar. 26, 1945. 322p. $2.75. 


Wherever went the Army, the Navy, the Air Forces, the 
Merchant Marine, Pearl Harbor, Guadalcanal, Ala- 
mein, the Normandy beaches, there followed the Red 
Cross, the thousands men and women who were deter- 
mined relieve the sufferings, raise the morale the 
boys abroad, bring touch home foreign places. 


Anyone who reads His Side, and everyone should 


read it, must amazed the vastness the area served 
our American Red Cross, the tremendous organiza- 
tion that must function order send personnel and 
supplies wherever our armed forces have gone, the 
illimitable ingeunity the field directors and their aides 
providing comfort the service men. 


“Within two minutes from the time the first bombs fell 
Pearl Harbor, the American Red Cross was action.” 
Pearl Harbor the Red Cross had regularly organized 
chapter which had been prepared for possible attack; 
their services were along traditional Red Cross lines: assist- 
ing nurses, furnishing surgical dressings, supplying medi- 
cal supplies and food. Within month the Red Cross 
was evacuating wounded from Manila Darwin, Aus- 
tralia, demonstrating the resourcefulness Director Irving 
Williams. The next few chapters are devoted Red Cross 
activities Australia, Buna and Guadalcanal; Guadal 
Director Thomas Montgomery was intrepid his efforts 
get comfort articles the men the front lines; 
fact, one time met patrol and asking them where 
the front line was, had the answer, “The front line’s 
half mile behind us. This patrol.” 


addition furnishing comfort articles (doughnuts, 
coffee, pop, gum, cigarettes, razor blades, etc.), the direc- 
tors and their aides were constantly organizing recreation. 
Thus, Africa Bob Roberts started the “Wog Football 
Association,” football league made six teams 
rear echelon airmen; after the close the football season 
started gazelle hunt using jeeps instead the tradi- 
tional animals. (p. 90-2). For the GI’s curious about Egypt 
and Palestine “the American Red Cross conducted 
comprehensive tour program all over the Middle East 
From the Cairo club there were tours the old city 
with its mosques, the citadel, and bazaars, and ancient 
Memphis and Sakkara. Every Monday, soldiers were 
taken motor launch the Nile the Delta Barrage. 
Tuesday nights there was moonlight cruise the 
Nile The most popular all the tours 
Cairo club was the one the Pyramids and the 
(p. 95-6). 

Karachi, India, the climate was another difficulty. 
“The heat, the rains, and the prevalence tropical dis- 
eases resulted nearly ten per cent all Red Cross club 
workers being hospitalized one time.” (p. 
here and China and Burma the Red Cross organized 
“Java Jive” clubs, for the recreation the isolated service 
units. Most the equipment and supplies were flown 
the Army cost ten dollars per pound for every 
item hauled over the Hump. (p. 160-1). 


For the small, isolated posts Director Keith Berkner con 
ceived the idea dropping comfort bundles and 
mas gift packages parachute. Other remote outposts 
the Persian area were reached trainmobile, com- 
bination freight car and caboose, making regular run 
the Trans-Iranian Railway furnish doughnuts, ice 
cream, music and movies the GI’s. 


the Caribbean the American Red Cross furnished 
clothes survivors submarine disasters; Ascension 
Island, spot too lonely even for Napoleon’s exile (p. 
190), Field Director Bannigan started colorful flower and 
vegetable gardens, introduced the Italian bocce, 
well American baseball, and arranged for the 
chase Christmas gifts. Natal, Iceland, 
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June 15, 1945 


and the Aleutians, New Guinea, even the Normandy 
landings, the American Red Cross doughgirl was the 
side the American doughboy and the merchant marine 
seaman. 


historian could expect and yet interesting any “best 
The author’s method has been reconstruct 
the World War activities from personal interviews with 
reports from workers, often incorporating into the record 
long excerpts from the reports and letters. typical and 
inspiring one the letter from Isobel Millier her 
mother, depicting her feelings Day (p. 270-2). All 
the data has been woven together well. pleasure 
recommend all readers this record the American 
Red Cross’ contribution World War II. are doubly 
happy because one our reviewers, James 
Eagan, now serving director with the ARC. 


* * 


Maxwell, William. The Folded Leaf. Harper. Apr. 


1945. $2.50. 


This the story two Mid-Western (Chicago) boys 
through their high school years and then, state uni- 
versity some hundred miles from home, through college. 
the story deep adolescent friendship which 
Sally Forbes adds triangle which only resolved after 
attempted suicide. 


Lymie Peters boy who has nothing except brains. 
His mother died years ago, his father “loose and loose 
ends.” Lymie flat-chested, clumsy, bashful. would 
rather athlete than governor, but unappreciated 
good brain the only asset has. the other hand 
Spud Latham has everything—a natural athlete, and not 
quite good head, more practical one. new boy 
Spud rescues Lymie, who nearly drowned during 
water game. From then Lymie Spud’s devoted 
second. Spud’s taking Lymie home introduces him for 
the first time into the charm home with kindly 
mother. college rooming house they get room to- 
gether. one class Lymie sits between Sally Forbes and 
Hope Davison. indifferent Hope and sympa- 
thetic Sally. Spud asks for introduction, and then 
Spud goes the dance with Sally and Lymie with Hope. 
Lymie, seeing the two people loves together, realizés 
briefly how thrilling life could be—and won’t for him. 
automatically resigns himself being just the friend 
both them. When Spud given bid frater- 
nity, though having Spud leave their room desolates him, 
Lymie nevertheless secretly provides the hundred dollars 
enabling Spud join. But then, Spud, seeing Lymie and 
Sally often chummily together while waiting for him 
watching him sports, conceives deep, silent jealousy 
inoffensive Lymie. Both suffer much account it, 
Lymie not knowing what the trouble is, and Spud from 
his jealousy. When housemate tells him Spud’s 
jealousy, Lymie immediately finds Spud midnight tell 
him his jealousy unfounded. When Spud’s action 
shows unbelief, Lymie distressed. That night attempts 
suicide. Spud now learns about the hundred dollars; 
finds Lymie the hospital and without words, but 
with kiss, clears the evil misunderstanding between 
them. Sally’s visits also show clearly that Lymie was 
never more than friend her, and wants things always 
so. the meanwhile Hope Davison last stirs 


Maxwell Kintziger Langley 


something Lymie, when she sends him wild flowers 
she had herself and alone gone the woods dig for 
him. When well, takes those flowers and plants 
them special place—and hums while doing so. 
know everything now all right. 


way this study adolescent friendship which 
Byron called “too romantic last.” sympathetic 
and, one feels, true study. handled with the great- 
est delicacy and understanding. The girl-boy love element 
likewise treated with fine understanding and restraint. 


The language and the episodes and scenes are clean. 
There nothing suggestive. There are furthermore some 
reflections the book such things travelling (p. 86), 
marriage (p. 94), teaching (p. 248), and the truth (p. 301) 
which are charming style and thought. 


Perhaps the chief attitude the book creates better 
understanding and sympathy with young people love 
and friendship. Disorderliness, drunkenness, rowdi- 
ness, passionate love-making are discouraged suggestion 
—but only the gentlest suggestion. The book may not 
have quite enough action for escape-type readers, but 
highly recommended not only for adults but also for 
high school and college people. 


Catholic Literary Foundation---May 
Selection 
Louis. Bay Mild. Bruce. May 27, 1945. 220p. 
2.00. 


youngster Bay Mild had great ambitions; wanted 
make his thunder heard throughout the world. Walt 
Mild, his father, too wanted have Bay make something 
himself beyond fisherman; with that end view Walt 
kept from his shrewish second wife, the half-breed Neida, 
enough money buy Bay good clothes and send him off 
the University Michigan. Then came Bay’s first 
trial character when his clothes were ruined Neida; 
soon thereafter, Ann Arbor, Bay learned his father’s 
death, for which Neida again was responsible. These two 
misfortunes were only the beginning: lost his leg 
ice jam; Ruth Thielly, his girl, married the rival Truk 
Feader, city boy turned fisherman; the small community 
Noquets Bay began economic decline due Chi- 
cago’s diversion water, the use trap nets large- 
scale, commercial fishing, and the dumping sewage into 
the lake near its shores. Through all the difficult days 
Bay strengthened his spirit, bore meekness the trials 
sent God, many them incarnate the person the 
diabolical Neida, who more symbol evil than 
understandably, human character. Eventually, Bay’s 
hopes are partially realized after melodramatic con- 
cluding scene. 


Bay Mild readable fiction, one cannot say that 
more than good first attempt. Its strength lies the 
development Bay’s character against the fishing back- 
ground northern Michigan community. Adolescents 
will probably find more interesting than adults. 


Langley, Adria Locke. Lion the Streets. Whit- 


tlesey House. May 14, 1945. 482p. $3.00. 


The body Hank Martin, demagogue extraordinary, 
Governor Magnolia State and aspirant the Presi- 
dency until assassin’s bullet struck him down, lies 


state the rotunda the Capitol, radio speaker 
telling the world Hank’s life and death. the execu- 
tive mansion Verity Martin, Hank’s widow, sits listening, 
and, she listens, Hank comes alive her and moves 
again through the amazing career that, within dozei 
years, transformed almost illiterate peddler into the 
political dictator old and proud 


succession vivid mental pictures Verity relive: 
past thirteen years. 

Hank Martin, peddler, alive with virile force and charm, 
sweeps into marriage passionate devotion Verity 
Wade, demure, high-principled schoolmistress from Penn- 
sylvania, and takes her home his humble sharecropper 
shack. Verity finds ample happiness Hank’s love for 
her and hers for him, but Hank not easily satisfied. 
Driven fierce ambition, Hank learns laws from cul- 
tured neighbor; wins wide popularity showing the small 
cotton-growers how get fair prices from the big buyers; 
invokes forgotten laws frighten great utility corpora- 
tion into lavishly bribing him; gains huge following 
among the poor whites preaching “divide the riches” 
doctrine; teaches his followers how circumvent voting 
requirements designed bar them from the polls; makes 
deals with gangsters, racketeers and dishonest politicians; 
gets himself elected governor; gives his State good roads 
and splendid new Capitol; builds 
bureaucracy and looks toward the White House—and, 
the height his local power, shot unknown 
assassin, who disappears into the Capitol and seen 
more. 

Along with this parade deeds, Verity sees, too, re- 
view motives; sees through and behind Hank’s high 
pretense love for the common people; sees his ends 
growing steadily more blatantly selfish, his means more 
recklessly unscrupulous and amoral. And, the end, 
she feels she wants vengeance Hank’s murderer. 
was, she thinks, but tool the judgment Hank had 
called down himself misuse great 
betrayal great trust and affection. 

Obviously the author Lion the Streets has found 
her inspiration the life the late Huey Long, though 
the story only partly parallels Long’s career. Those who 
can endure the dialect (which, the way, not exactly 
redolent its supposed locale) will find Mrs. Langley’s 
book interesting portrait demagogue Southern 
style. 

Because its hero’s 
cause its theme seems issue 
assassination, Lion the Streets fit reading 


adults only. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 
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Corwin, Norman. Note Triumph. Simon and 
Schuster. May, 1945. $1.50. 


This the radio program featured Norman Corwin for 
the Columbia Broadcasting System use celebration 
Day, now presented form desiened for reading, 
“stripped all technical directions”, and somewhat ex- 
panded the addition passages termed “asides” Mr. 
Corwin’s prefatory note, and the restoration num- 
ber unblushing phrases hardly permissible the air”. 
must, should think, have been effective radio per- 
formance, and sorry did not hear it. Mr. Corwin 


Index 


has managed well hold balance between full-throated 
exultation victory and the two weights that remain 
our backs even the midst victory: sorrow for the 

tragedy the European war, and consciousness the 
continuing war with Japan. inspiration for which 
grateful, has built his celebration around that fine 
carefree song, “Round and Round Hitler’s Grave”, Bob 
moments here and there. 
prefatory note and publisher’s blurb good deal made 
the contention that this not poem, nor play, nor 
any various other listed forms. More mystery than 
need made the question its nature. simply 
the more less new radio form, the kind performance 
which spoken words, with sometimes assistance from 
sound effects, must accomplish all that accom- 
plished, conveying rapidly bits story, vast geographical 
cosmological conceptions, glimpses character, bursts 
emotion. Not poetic form the established sense, vet 
form that requires some poetry, because requires 
the compressed power that typical poetry, not 
throughout, but least intervals. one present can 
write this form without owing something Archibald 
MacLeish, and clear that Mr. Corwin has had alert 
interest the development this technique from Panic 
The American Story, besides having ample opportunity 
work the writing and producing his own radio 
plays. not forgetting that this not play, but its 
radio technique used frequently passages radio 
plays. Perhaps the distinguishing mark such writing 
that, considered drama, astoundingly free 
pend both dialogue and action for may 
wished, while the “narrator” gives series fragmentary, 
image-evoking remarks, highly emotional poetic speech. 
don’t think anyone but radio censor need concerned 
over the few “unblushing not intended for 
children, but any child that might wish read should 
derive benefit and harm from it. Catholics 
that book one presumably non-Catholic 
should contain nothing not consonant with our Faith, and 
should conclude with fervent and appropriate prayer for 
lasting peace, which may heartily join. 

Kenton Kilmer 
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